Service Options, Social Activist Minister Highlight Martin Luther King Day Observance by unknown
University of Dayton
eCommons
News Releases Marketing and Communications
1-6-1994
Service Options, Social Activist Minister Highlight
Martin Luther King Day Observance
Follow this and additional works at: https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Marketing and Communications at eCommons. It has been accepted for inclusion
in News Releases by an authorized administrator of eCommons. For more information, please contact frice1@udayton.edu,
mschlangen1@udayton.edu.
Recommended Citation
"Service Options, Social Activist Minister Highlight Martin Luther King Day Observance" (1994). News Releases. 8059.
https://ecommons.udayton.edu/news_rls/8059
The University of Dayton News Release 
Jan. 6, 1994 
Contact: Mary Harvan or Teri Rizvi 
SERVICE OPTIONS, SOCIAL ACTIVIST MINISTER 
HIGHLIGHT MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY OBSERVANCE 
DAYTON, Ohio-- The Rev. Calvin 0. Butts III, a black minister who gained national 
attention for smashing rap music tapes and CDs with offensive lyrics and for painting over 
billboards marketing cigarettes and alcohol to the black community, will speak at a prayer 
breakfast to commemorate Martin Luther King Day at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 18, in the 
Kennedy Union Ballroom at the University of Dayton. The theme of the two-day celebration 
is "The Challenge ... Live the Dream." 
"The issue of the human spirit is . the most important issue of our day. And we can 
only begin to heal our wounded and broken spirits by following a standard of living that is 
reflective of what we might call biblical ethics--trying to follow the golden rule, living 
according to the Ten Commandments, understanding the meaning of love as defined by the 
apostle Paul," says Butts, a minister at the Abyssinian Baptist Church in New York City. 
"If you are confronted by things that run contrary to your standards, in justice, in 
terms of mistreatment of the poor, dehumanization of others, whether it's police brutality or 
the misogyny that comes through some of our music today, the violence that is perpetrated by 
media at all levels, .. . then you are outraged and you must act, act in a way that you think 
will help to bring attention and will engender a solution to the problems that are contrary to 
your standards. It may also mean that you will have to stand firm and do battle." 
Butts was featured in the Nov. 29 issue of Newsweek for running a steamroller over 
rap tapes and CDs at a summer rally. Three years ago he made similar headlines for 
animating the black community to paint over billboards advertising cigarettes and alcohol in 
minority neighborhoods. 
Other commemorative events are set for Monday, Jan. 17. They include a 4:30p.m. 
prayer service at Immaculate Conception Chapel on campus, residence hall educational 
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programs and a day of service, which includes visits to areas of Dayton touched by Martin 
Luther King's work and participation in the King march organized by the city of Dayton. 
This is the first year that such service opportunities will be connected with the 
University's prayer breakfast. 
Kathleen Henderson, assistant director of African-American student services and 
coordinator of multicultural programs, organized the events. She hopes that the service 
activities will become annual affairs as well, perpetuating knowledge of King's works and 
commitment to his dream. 
"Dr. King was a man of action," Henderson said. "The idea of staying home and 
watching soap operas and talk shows or going to Lazarus or J.C. Penney's for what 
eventually wuuid become the Martin Luther King Day white sale--we'd like to break that 
cycle before it starts." 
Tickets for the breakfast are $3 for students, $5 for others. Reservations can be made 
by calling (513) 229-3634 by Jan. 14. 
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For advance interviews, call the Rev. ·Calvin Butts at (212) 862-7474, Ext. 5, or Kathleen 
Henderson at (513) 229-3634. For help in scheduling interviews, call Mary Harvan or Teri 
Rizvi at (513) 229-3241. 
